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‘Ywo numbers more complete the 5th or present 
volume of the Weekiy Reoisten. We have much 
matter on hand that would have beeh preferred for 
this number, had not a necessity existed to imsert 
Mr. Giles’ 3d letter to make full and perfect the 
contents of the volume; and the “observations” 
tipon it must also have a place. This, with the 
important documents communicated by governor 
Tompkins to the legislature of New-York, and a 
few things prepared for the press before the re- 
ceipt of the latter, have excluded nearly all the 
notices of passing events usually furnished. The 
heads of the most important things are noted and 
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making alterations in the treasury and war depart- 
ments,” passed May 8h, 1792. ‘ 
“JAMES MADISON. 
Washington, June 7, 1813. 


duty to deliberate, and to act upon the subject. The 
president commences his messaye of the 29th of May 
by informing the senate, that during its recess com- 
missions had been granted to Messrs. Gallatin, 
Ad.uns, and Bayard to be envoys extraordinary and 
‘ministers plenipotentiary, &c. &c. This measure is 
presumed to be founded upon the powers granted to 
the executive and contained in this clause of the 





we expect to bring up the whole in eur next. ] 
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To the People of Virginia. 
No. IIL. 


The Russian mediation— Whe nomination of Mr. Gal- 
latin one of the envoys &c.—and his rejection. 


On the 21st of May last the following message 
from the president of the United Siates was laid be- 
fore the senate. 

To the Senate of the United States. 


second section of the decond article of the constitu- 
tion of the United States. | 

** The president shail have power to fill up all vas 
cancies thut may happen during the recess of the senate, 
by granting commissions which shall expire at the end 
of their next session.” 

Whether the president was authorised to grant 
commissions to fillofiices, de nove, whichhad not. been 
before filled, under the power to fill up all vacancies 
that may happen during the recess of the senate, is a 
question not without its difficulties; and upon which 
I have not made up a final opinion. My disposition 





“Commissions having been granted, during the 
recess of the senate to the following persons, 1 now! 
nominate them to the same offices respectively an-| 
nexed to their names: Albert Gallatin, John Quin- 
cy Adams, and James A. Bayard, to be jointly and 
severally envoys extraordinary and ministers pleni- 
potentiary to negotiate and sign a treaty of peace 
with Great Britain, under the mediation of the em- 
peror of Russia; to negotiate and sign a treaty of 
commerce with Great Britain; and the said John 
Quincy Adams, Albert Gallatin, and James A. Bay- 
atd, to be jointly and severally envoys extraordina-| 
ry and ministers plenipotentiary, to negotiate and! 
sign a treaty of commerce with Russia. 

** (Signed) JAMES MADISON, 

“ Washington, May 29th, 1813.” 

On the 3d of June following the senate passed the 
following resolution in relation to the message : 

“ Resolved, That the president of the United States 
be requested to inform the senate whether Albert 





strongly is, to give the words of the constitution the 
most liberal construction in favor of the right of the 
executive to exercise the powerbut whether it can 
be done consistently, with the real meaning or spirit 
of the words just quoted, I have the most serious 
doubts; and these doubts are materially increased 
by adverting to another clause of the constitution, 
which evidently intended to grant the general power 
of appointment, to which the clause just mentioned 
seems rather an exception than an original grant of 
power. The clause alluded to is in the same article 
and section, and in the following words: 

“He (towit, the president) shall have power by 
and with the advice and consent of the senate, to 
make treaties, provided two thirds of the senators 
present concur; and he shall nominate, and by and 
with the advice and consent of the senate, shail ap- 
point ambassadors, other public ministers, and con- 
suls, judges of the supreme court, and all other offi 
cers of the United States, whose appointments are 





Gallatin, commissioned as one of the envoys to treat! 
of peace and commerce with Great Britain@and of 
commerce with Russia, retains the office of secreta- 
rv of the department of the treasury, and in case of 
his so retaining the same, to inform the senate under 
what authority, and by whom, the powers and du- 
ties of the head of the treasury department are dis- 
charged during the absence of Albert Gallatin from 
the United States.” 

_ On the 7th June the president caused the follow- 
ing reply to be laid before the senate : 

* 14 the Senate of the United States. 

_ “In compliance with their resolution of the 3d 
inst. the senate are informed, that the office of the! 
secretary of the treasury is not vacated ; and that in 
the absence of Albert Gallatin, commissioned as one 
of the envoys to treat with Great Britain and Russia, 
the duties of that office are discharged by William 
Jones, secretary of the navy, authorised therefor 


not otherwise provided for, and which shall be es- 
tablished by law. But the congress may, by law, 
vest the appointment of such inferior officers as they 
think proper, in the president alone, in the courts of 
law, orin the heads of departments.” (Then fol» 
lows the clause in question.) 

But it is not my intention at this time to enter into 
the examination of this question. It is doubtless ay 
important one, and ought to be settled by a solemn 
decision ; but my object in presenting this subject 
to you at this time is merely to give you a full view 
of the transactions connected with it, and more pare 


ticularly to remind you, that whatever commissions - 


may have been granted, to Messrs. Gallatin, Adams, 
and Bayard, during the recess of the senate, must 
necessarily have expired at the end of the last sess 
sion, and, of course, a new commission after that 
period was indispensably necessary to give a consti 
tuticnal sanction to all or any of their acts done there. 





2ccording to the act of congress, entitled “An act 


You, V. : 


after, and that as Great Britain had jot, jn all proe 
. : 


In this stage of the business it first became my | 
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bability commissioned any envoys previous to that;person, were incompatible or not ; but the incompa- 
period, the commissions to be granted under the ap-|tibility once admitted, a rejection would always be 
probation of the senate might be considered as the|the consequence. At the time of the nomination of 
only commissions under which the envoys could act,| general Dearborn to the office he now holds, he was 
the former having expired according to the provision |collector of the port of Boston, and notwithstanding 
of the constitution, and consequently withholding a}he was one of the popular idols of that day, the se- 
cominission from one ef the envoys would have less|nate came to a solemn pause, and the nomination 
influence upon the proceeding than if they had real-|was not confirmed, until some informal understand- 
Iv been engaged in the full exercise of their diplo- ing took place between the president and the majo- 
matic functions. Another circumstance of very ma-|rity of the senate, as I was then informed and believe, 
terial consideration, in my judgment, is connected |that an arrangement was made, by which his son 
with the constitutional limitation of the first com-/was to be made collector in his stead, and that he 
missions granted to envoys, &c. It is the time of}should not in the mean time receive the compensa- 
their leaving the United States. ‘This took place, as|tions attached to both offices; and then, and not un- 
will appear by the public prints, not more that twelve |til then, was the nomination approved. Believing 
or fourteen days previous to the meeting of the se-|that the president did not possess the power to make 
nate ; when, it appears to me, there could not ex-jsuch an arrragement, which essentially consisted in 
ist any reasons sufficient to justify this movement atia power to suspend the operation of laws, and dis- 
that particular moment, and of course it must be]approving of the whole proceedings accompanying 
consilered as premature and precipitate. Butmanyjihe nomination, as well as the nomination itself, T 
and very cogent reasons existed why it ought to/then iscurred the popular odium attached to voting 
have been longer delayed. ‘The principal reasons {against it. Whether the object obtained, was worth 
are, that our government at that time had received!the hazard of such important principles, the public 
no assurances that Great Britain would accept the/ean better 20x determine. ‘Vhe case of the nomi- 
overture at all; in which case their leaving the Uni-/nation of Mr. Jay to be envoy extraordinary to Lon- 
ted States at any time would be a work of superero-/don, is cited, and by republicans too, as a precedent 
gation and considerable expense ; and strong reasons|in favor of the late proceedings. There are prece- 
existed, as it is believed, to induce an opinion that|dents to follow, and precedents to avoid. There ne- 
she had no intention to accept it. The one was the|ver was astronger one of the latter character, than 
astonishing successes of their allies on the continent/the nomination of Mr. Jay.—Those who press it 
of Europe, preceding and about that time—another strongest, as a precedent, disapproved it most, and 








was, that the minister of foreign affairs, lord Castle-| will not now admit the conviction of a former error 


reagh, as I ai informed and believe, was officially |in the disapprobation ; whereas many of those who 
apprized of the overture on the part of Russia, as|formerly justified it, are now disposed to admit the 
early as the month of February preceding, and pro-|conviction of an error in their former justification. 
bably in the early part of the month ; and the most| What then is this but presenting an acknowledged 
sullen silence upon the subject had been observed by error as a precedent to sanction the adoption by 
that cabinet, until after the sailing of our enyoys|another error? Surely such u precedent ought to be 
had been announced in London. 1 do not mean tolavoided, not followed. 

inquire into the objects of this precipitation, either} Iknow of no person in the United States, who dis- 
as they relate to its effects upou the mediation itself, |approved of that proceeding more, as 1 then under- 
or upon the peculiar circumstances cfone of the gen-|stood, than the president, Mr. Gallatin and myself; 
tlemen employed under it ; nor whether the dignity}and I have lately been called upon to sanction, and 
and honor of the United States have been consulted |perhaps to transcend the principle in the person of 
thereby ; nor what impressicn it will probably make|the one, upon the nomination of the other of these 
at home or abroad, if Great Britain should finally |gentlemen, And the refusal to sacrifice the convic- 
reject the overture altogether. My object merely is|tions of my own mind for their accommodation, has 
to show, that the necessity which impelled this|submitted me to extreme censure, although these 
movement, was not very urgent at the time, and that |convictions are not impaired, but strengthened by 
a becoming patience of two or three weeks would |further reflection. Besides, when the republicans 
have enabled the presicent to consult the senate upon | were endeavoring to oust the federalists from power, 
the measure in the usual constitutional way, with-/and substitute themselves in their stead, did they 
eut risking so many novel and hazardous experi-|tell the people that, if through their favor, they 
ments upon fundamental principles, as necessarily|should become possessed of power, they would then 
accompanied the proceedings, which did take place. quote the very federal errors, for which their authors 
The first of these consists in the attempt to unite! were denounced before the people by them to justify 
in one person, two incompatible offices; the second |their own conduct? Did the republicans then tell 
to substitute another person to perform the duties of the people, that they would even transcend federal 
secretary of the treasury during his voluntary ab-|precedents? That they would resort to forced con- 
sence from the United States, for an indefinite time.|structions of the constitution, and the laws, to effect 
in my judgment, it requires the most profound at- | favorite obiects, through the agency of favorite i- 
tention, duly to appreciate the importance and ten- dividuals? On the contrary, did they not most man- 
dency of these principles, and from the many super. fully pledge themselves to the people, to administer 
ficial observations I have heard made on them, I am/the government in the true unsophisticated spirit of 
satished, that they have not received such attention | the constitution and of the laws ? That these pledges 
from the public.—This consideration furnishes an)were given is most true—and now to resort tp the 
inducement with me to be particularly accurate in! most manifest and indisputable of the federal errors 
my examination of both questions. ‘The union of) for justification, is to me most strange. Such a pre- 
two or more incompatible offices in one person, is|cedent surely can have no ‘charms for republican or- 
not only hostile to the genius and spirit of the con-|thodoxy. It certainly can have none for me, who have 
stitution, and people of the United States ; but I do} been both an agent and a witness to all these scenes. 
not recollect a single instance in which it has been'To me, it is a circumstance of heartfelt consolation 
sanctioned by the senate since I have had the honor of | ¢o know, than in a course of more than twenty years 
aseatin that body. Questions have often occurred, |public service, my conduct has invariably borne ev! 
whether two offices proposed to be united in one’dence of the sincerity of my professions ; that I ne: 
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ver, on any occasion, yielded my political principles here and there, between Washington and St, Petgy*- 
to the force of circumstances, nor to the delirum of burgh. Because, however extensive may be the mp 
party spirit, nor to partialities for men, This plea! ral endowments of the secretary’s mind, he must he 
of the force of circumstances is often visionary—| wanting in personal ability. His persan cannot ba 
seldom more visionary than on the present occasion. | present at Washington and St. Petersburg the game 
#ut the case of Myr, Jay, is not precisely dnalogous time, and the duties of the two offices do require ta 
t» the present one. One great objection to that case|be performed at the two places at the same time zo 
was, its tendency to subject the judicial department| And of course, they are essentially incompatible 
to au undue influence with the executive. In that}witheach other. The first duty pointed out by the 
respect it Was worse iInmy judgment, than the pre-|provisions of the law, for the secretary to perform, 
sent case. But the incompatibilty was not so palpa-|is to digest and prepare plins for the improvement and 
bie in that, as in the present case; nor attended with|management of the revenue. This is wnquestiona 
such serious consequences. ‘here were other judges bly an important duty. How has it been performed } 
who, in the absence of the chief justice, might per-|; The meeting of congress, which did take plage 
form all the necessary judicial functions. Besides, only a few days afier the departure of our-enyoys, 
tne courts are in session only a small portion of the; was known to be intended expressly for the improper 
vear, and the absence of the chief justice might not; ment of the revenue; what was its disappointment, 
be longer, than the interval between the couyts. In) when, upon its meeting, it was informe, that the ser 
aliis case, the duties of two offices might be perform. cretary, whose frst duty yt was, under the lay estar 
el by the same person. I mention these circum-,blishing the treasury department, to prepure the plan 
stances, merely to show the difference in the two for the improvement ef the revenne, had a few days 
cases ; not because I approve of the proceedings in, before its meeting, without even the plea of urgent 
either; for in the case of Mr. Jay, 1 do think the'necessity, voluntarily absented himself from the 
duties of the two offices so incompatible, as to ren-| United ‘States; and thus unexpectedly deprived 
der the appomiment extremely objectionable. Hut|congress of the aid of his splendid financial talents ; 
the duties of the secretary of the treasury and of and that too, on the very first occasion which ha 
envoy extraordinary to a foreign power, are palpably |occurred in the government, to render their full an 
nd absolutely incompatible, nor do I believe, that!prompt exertions indispensably necessary? How: 
any person can be legally, and constitutionally ap-jever correct may have been his motives, it is in yain 
pointed, to perform the duties of secretary of trea-|to urge in justification of his conduct, that the segrez 
sury in his voluntary absence beyond the limits of|tary left behind lim a prepared plan for the improye- 
the United States. This may be presumed to have|ment of the revenue. It is well known, that this 
been the opinion of general Washington when he!plan was presented to congress under very questions 
nominated Mr. Jay ; because it was believed at that|able circumstances ; and besides the presentatipng 
time, that Mr. Hamilton, then secretary of the trea-|of a plan of revenue, at a preceding session of ¢qn- 
sury, Was preferred by him as we}l as‘by the whole!/gress, was not a performance of all the duties re: 
federal party, for that mission, and that Mr. Hamil-| quired of the secretary under the law, to the congress 
ton himself was very desirous of the appointment ;|/upon which had fallen the unpleasant and difficu)t 
but upon examining the constitution and the laws, it) task ef laying the taxes for the improvement of the 
was determined not to exceed the powers of the ex- revente—for by pursuing the further proyisions of 
ecutive, and from that cause the original intention the law, it will be found, that it is also made the dy; 
was reluctantly abandoned. I have lately received |ty of the secretary to give information to either 
assurances from respectable sources, that such was branch of the legislature in person or in writing (a3 
the case. ‘T'o ascertain the first point, I beg to intro- he may be required) respecting all matters referred 
duce the provisions of the law, detailing some of the to him, &c. Now it is well known, that the pjan for 
duties of the secretary of the treasury, from which |the improvement of the revenue, left behind hig, 
it will appear, that they must be executed in the|was incohate and imperfect. It requived much ex- 
city of Washington, and no where else, and at all|planation, It was his indispensable duty under the 
periods of the year. They are in the following words: |law to be present to give it either in person ar jn 
« That it shall be the duty of the secretary of the | writing, as might have heen and would haye been 
treasury to digest and prepare plans for the improve-|required of him, probably by both branches of the 
ment and management of the revenue, and for the sup-|legislature, if he had not put it out of their power 
port of the public credit; to prepare and report es-'by voluntarily absenting himself from the United 
timates of the pyblic revenue, and the public expen- | States. ~/ betiatieat 
diture ; to superintend the collection of the revenue,to| But these proyisions require of the secretary the 
decide on the forms of keeping and stating accounts! performance of another duty of no trivial imppg- 
and making returns, and to grant under the limita-'tance. It is “to grant, &c. all warrants for monies ia 
tions herein established, or to be hereafier provided, all) be issued from the treusury i pursuance of appropria- 
warrants for monies to be issued from the treasury, in| tions by Jaw.” ‘The appropriations at this time, cer- 
pursuance of appropriations by law, to execute suchjtainly exceed thirty millions of dollars. Is thjs a 
services relative to the sale of the lands belonging | duty to be also performed by a person not known to 
to the United States, as may be by law required of|the constitution, nor recognized by law ? Wag this a 
him, to make report and give information to either\charge to be yoluntarily parted with hy the secretag 
branch of the legislature, in person or in wrting (as|ry of the treasury ; and for him still to hold the office 
he may be required) respecting all matters referred |of the head of that department? Your Jaws are al- 
to him by the senate or house of representatives, or|most every where interspersed with important dy- 
which shail appertain to his office, and generally to|ties to be performed by the secretary of the treasu, 
perform all such services relative to the finances as|ry; but one, requiring peculiar attention at this time 
he shall be directed to perform.” is contained in the section of an act of congress 
After an attentive perusal of the provisions of this |passed the third of March, 1797, in the following 
law, no other effort of the mind is necessary to de-| words : % 
termine the palpable and absolute incompatibility; “ That whenever any person or persons who sha] 
between the duties of the secretary of the treasury,| have incurred any fine, penalty, forfeiture or disabili, 
and those of an envoy extraordinary to a foreign] ty, or shall have been intcrested in any vessel, goods 
power, than to understand the djstinction between! wares, or mer¢ghangize, which shrali haye been siibs 
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ject to any seizure, forfeiture or disability by force 
of any present or future law of the United Staies, 
for the laying, levying or collecting any duties or 
taxes, or by force of any present or future act con- 
cerning the enrolling and licensing ships or vessels’ 
employed in the coasting trade or fisheries, and for | 
regulating the same, shall preter his petition to the 
judge of the district, m which such fine, penalty, for- 
feiture or disability shall have occurred, truly ad 
particularly setting forth the circumstances of his 
case, and praying that the same may be mitigated or 
remit.ed, the said judge shall inquire, in a summary 
manner, into the circumstances of the case, first 
causing reasonable notice to be given to the person 
or persons claiming such fine, penalty or forfeiture, | 





ties, it is believed, have not decreased ; how then 
so shortly afterwards could he find himself not only 
competent to the discharge of ail the duties of his 
own department,. but those still more arduous and 
important in their character of the treasury, super- 
udded ? I am informed and believe, that the real 
operative part of the business is performed by per- 
sons entirely unknown to constitution or law for such 
objects, the mere dependent clerks of the treasury 
department, and the name of Mr. Jones is added to 
complete the formal part of it. This statement is 
not intended to insinuate aught against Mr. Jones. 
IT have long enjoyed the pleasure of an acquaintance 
with that gentleman, and it now adds to that plea- 
sure to declare that he possesses my full and entire 


and to the attorney of the United States for such|confidence. My sole object is, to lay before you an 


district, that each may have an opportunity of show- 
ing cause against the mitigation or remission thereof 
and shall cause the fucts which shail appear upon such 
enquiry, to be stated and annexed to the petition, and 
direct their transmission to the secretary of the treasu- 


entire and candid statement of the most material 
laws, and facts, affecting this question, that you may 
be able impartially to estimate the consideration, 
operating on those gentlemen, who refused to sanc- 
tion these proceedings with their apprcbation. 





ry of the United States, who shall thereupon have povw- 


This leads me to consider, whether the executive 


er to mitigute or remit such fine, forfeiture, or penalty, 18 wivested with the power under the provisions of 
or remove such disabllity, or any part thereof, if, in his\the constitution and laws of the United States, to 
opinion, the same shall have been incurred without wil- lappoint any person or persons to perform the duties 


ful negligence, or any intention of fraud in the person Ot secretary of the treasury during his voluntary ab- 


or persons incurring the same ; and to direct the pro-\sence trom the United States. And it is a subject 
secution, if any shall have been instituted for the reco-|Ol no small regret to me to believe, that the presi- 
very thereof, to cease and be discontinued, upon such | dent hes unintentionally mistaken his powers in this 
terms and conditions as he may deem reasonable or Very imporiant and delicate respect. I have at the 
gust? same time so much confidence in his candor and 
This clause confers upon the secretary of the;Magnanimity as to believe that, upon a more criti- 
treasury judicial powers of the’ highest and most cal attention to the constitution and laws, he would 
delicate character; and makes him literally chan-/acknowledge the mistake. he sole ground tipon 
cellor of the exchequer. It was scarcely possible! which the president places his authority is contained 
to appreciate the importance and delicacy of this|in the following section of the act passed the 8th of 
judicial power. It is a chancerizing power, al-| May, 1792, to which he refers in his last reply to 
jnost without Limit or rule, depending almost ex-|the resolution of the senate upon the subject. 
clusively upon the mere discretion of the secretary “That in case of the death, absence from the seat 
of the treasury; to be decided on in his private,ef goverimeni, or sickness of the secretary of state, 
chamber, ¥ itiout jury, without auditors or specta- secretary of the treasury, or of the war department, 
iors, &c. &c. Ought there not to be unusual confi-\o” of any aefficer of either of the said departments, 
dence reposed in the personal integrity and talents | w/ose apporniments not in the head thereof, whereby 
of the judge entrvsted with the executjon of such | they cannot perform the duties of their said respec- 
important, delicate discretionary powefs? Some/tive vinces, it shall be lawful for the president of 
ilea of the importance of this power may be formed, \the United States in case he shall think it necessary, 
from the recollection that not long since, nineteen|to authorise any person or persons at his discretion, 
millions cf dollars at one time, from particular cir-|to perform the duties of the said respeetive offices 
cumstances, were subjected to this discretionary juntil a successor be appointed, er until such absence 
power, to be settled between the secretary and the lor inability by sickness shall cease.” 
claiming merchants at his chamber.—Under circum-| ‘The words from which the president has inferred 
stances go délicate, and for an amount so enormous, | the exercise of this power, are, “absence from the 
the secretary was then very willing to incur the re-| seat of government.” It is said that the secretary 
sponsibility of making the adjustment. But on that) ofthe treasury is absent from the seat of government, 
occasion, the power was resumed by congress, noi and therefore the president may, under the law, and 
Without serious imputations being thrown against|}did appoint a person to perform his duties during 
the proceeding, as trenching upon the secretary’s|such absence. Tis construction regards merely the 
prerogatives. letter of this particular clause of the law, detached 
Judicial powers are in their nature unalienable-—j|from every other, and obviously disregards the 
They depend for their performance upon the person-|meaning and spirit of the clause itself, as well as 
al confidence reposed in the judge. What, then,!every other part of tie law. ‘The object of the law 
has become of this power, during the absence of the | was, to provide a remedy for certain cases of neces- 
secretary ? Is it to remain dormant, or is it to be ex-| sity, which had been omitted in the provisions of the 
ecuted ? If dormant, in what situation is the whole/constitution. The construction of the law therefore, 
rercantile class placed by the absence of the secre-|oughi not to be extended beyond its own object— 
tarv? If to be executed, by whom ? Every reficcting |The words “absence from the seat of government,” 
man must know that the substitution of the secreta-|evidently mean a@ necessary chsence, pre-existing any 
rv of the navy, Mr. Jones, is an argument, so iar as|power given to the president by the law, and evident- 
it relates to his execution of the powers of the trea- lv create a condition precedent to the exercise of any 
sury personally, merely nominal, <At least that in-|power whatever under it. The event must happen, 
ference is inevitable from a statement made to con-|before the power accrues. Now, what are the pow- 
gress by himself. One of his first acts after taking ers exercised by the president under these words— 
possession of the navy department was to call for |Virst, the power to create the absence, and then the 
assistance in the execution of its duties ; they being; power to appoint in consequence of the absence thus 
seemed too burthensome for an individual. The du-'created, not in consequence of any necessary ab- 
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sence pre-existing the exereise of any power whate- limitations and restrictions provided in vain? The 
ver under the law, but on account of an absence| principle of construction put upon this law, would 
created by. the president himself from an exercise,;enable the president, first to create the absence (to 
of power not given by the law. Where are the;use the words of the law) “of the secretary of state, 
words in the law, which could be construed to in-|secretary of the treasury, or of the secretary of the 
tend to give the president a power to create an ab-|war department, or of any other officer of either of 
sence ? There are none. The words im case “of ab-|the said departments, who’e appointment is not in 
sence from the seat of government,’) certainly do the head thereof;” and then to appoint all these off- 
not. They are only intended to describe one condi- cers alone, and without the advice and consent of 
tion, upon which the power is to accrue, and that; the senate. It happens by a strange and singular 
condition must precede the exercise of any power fitality in this interpretation of the law, that the 
whatever under the law. But there is another ob-' president claims the appointment alone, of those ve- 
jection to the exercise of the power in question, un-|ry principal officers, the appointment of which by 
der the words “absence from the seat of govern- the president alone, congress has no power even by 
ment.” They do not describe the case, which has law to vest in the president alone, according to the 
happened, and upon the happening of which the provisions of the constitution; whereas his power 
president has ventured to exercise ihe power. ‘The'does not extend to the appointment alone of such 
aciual case, which has happened, is this. ‘he se-|inferior officers, as by law congress may constitu- 
cretiry of the treasury has voluntarmly tukena voy-'tionally vest in him alone. Surely the law never 
age to St. Petersburg. Now I deny that this case is could intend, and does not mean such a palpable 
described by the words “absence from the seat of!contradiction to the provisions of the constitutien, 
government ;” because those words do not only no‘ for the law only intended to provide, from a princi- 
convey an offirmstive idea of a voyage io St. Peters-| ple of necessity, for unprovided cases. The whole 

urg, but do imply a negative idea against it. These!section of the law taken together, clearly explains 
words so far from conveying an idea of a voyage be-|its own object, for it cannot cscape attention th.t 
vond the limits of the United States do distinctly/according to its provisions, the cases of absence aid 
imply a presence within the United States. No man, | disability described, are to be such, as that the per- 
who intends to inform another, that a third person in-) son affected by them, cannot perform the duties of 
tends to take a voyage to Europe, would expect toe! his office; nor it never can be fairly contended, that 
make that impression upon the mind by informing|the abandonment of the duties of an office, can ime 
him, that the third person intended to Je absent from|piy an inability to discharge the duties of such of- 
the seat of government. Because so far from conveying| fice. Besides, if the secretary cannot discharge the 
that impress:on they would distinctly implh a pre-|duties of the office of secretary of the treasury, it 
sence within the U. States. The minor propos:tion, 1s|is proof positive of the incompatibility of the two 
never used to comprehend the major. But the most|ofices in question; because the test of positive ine 
formidable objeciion o the presidcnt’s construction, | compatibili/u is the positive inability of the same pere 
is, that it miliates directly, as L conceive, against the|son to discharge the duties of two offices at the same 
provisions of the constitution, and surely, that inter-|time. But the extent of this unfortunate interpre- 
pretation ought always to be given to the laws, that}tation of the law does not stop here. On the 13th 
will support and not destroy constitutional provi-jof Feb.1795, congress again resumed this subject, 
sions. ‘The 2d section of the 2d article of the con-|and probably presuming that the powers given to the 
stitution, after authorizing the president “to take!president by the former act had been rather indefie 
the opinion in writing of the principal officer in each | nite, passed another law with a view to its limitation, 
of the executive departments, upon any subject re-| consisting ofa single section, in the followmg words ; 
lating to the duties of the respective offices, &e.”| That in case of vacancy in the office of secretary 
contains this provision,—“And he (to wit, the presi-|of state, secretary of the treasury, or of the de- 
dent) shall nominate, and by and with the advice and! partment of war, or of any office of either of the 
consent of the senate, shall appoint ambassadors, |said departments, whose appointment is not in the 
other public ministers and consuls, judges of the |head thereot, whereby they cannot perform the duties 
supreme court, and all other officers of the United jof their respective afices, it shall be lawful for the 
States, whose appointments are not therein otherwise'president of the United States, in case he shall think 
provided for, and which shall be established by law.” | it necessary, to authorize any person or persons, at 
Then tollows an exception to the general course of his discretion, to perform the duties of the said re- 
appomtment, by investing congress with the power,|spective offices, until a successor be appointed, or 
by law, to vest the appointment of suchinferior officers! such vacancy be filled: provided that no gue vacancy 
as they think proper in the president alone, &c. ‘Vhis! shall be supplied, in manner aforesaid, for a longer 
exception is contained in the following words: ‘term than six months.” 

“But the congress may, by law, vest the appoint-| Now this law clearly implies that there are vacati- 
ment of such inferior officers as they think proper, ix\cies im these principal offices, when the incumbents 
the presiden: alone, in the courts of law, or in the heads | cannot perform the duties of their respective offices, 
of departments.” yet the president informs the senate in his message 

The plain language of the constitution is this—]on the 3d of June, 1813, that the office of secretary 
The president shall nominate, and by and with the /of the treasury is not vacated ; although Mr. Gallatin 
advice and consent of the senate, shall appoint all! was actually at that time commissioncd as an envoy 
tie officers of the government, especially the prine-jextraordinary, Re. and absent on au vovage to St. Pe- 
ful oficers, but the congress may by law vest in him! tersburgh.—This interpretstion completely evades 
atone the appointment of such inferior officers as they ithe limitation of this law. The how having provided 
think proper. Congress is certainly restrained from ! the limitation for vaeancies, anc the president having 
changing by Jaw, under any circumstances, the con-| determined “that the office of secretary of the trex- 
stitutional course of appointing the principal offcers,|sury is not vacated ;” of course Mr. G:llatin’s case 
Which can only be done, by and with the advice and }is thus excepted out of this general limitation Which 
Consent of the senate, and not by the president alone.|applies only to vacaneies, and. brings the claim of 
How does the power exercised under the law by the} power by the president to this poini—that he may 
Lresident alone, comport with these provisions of the} ander the law create the absences of all the principal 
“onstitution ? Are not all these wise and necessary officers just described, and miay alane,without the ad. 
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¥icé and consent of the senate, appoint substitut:$ book, regardless of the names which may be foungl 
fir them at his pleasure for an indefinite time. Now, lon either side of the question. 


fellow-citizens; let me entreat your impartial atten-| Resolved, That in the opinion of the senate the 


tidti to some of the consequertces of this assumption | power and duties of the secretary of the department 
of power under the interpretation of the laws injof the treasury, and those of an envoy extraordina- 
tivestion—On no subject has the Constitution been|ry to a foreign power, are so incompatible, that they 
indre sciupulously attentive, than to secure to the ought not to be and remain united in the same per- 
people of the United States, the fair and honest dis- | son? 3 

bitrsements of their public monies. It first provides,} What is the principle asserted by the negative of 


“ that rio mioney shall he drawn from the treasury,|this resolution? That the powers and duties of the 


but in tdnsequence of appropriations made by law.” |secretary of the department of the treasury, and 
It ther in substance provides, that no person shall be |those of an envoy toa foreign power; are not so in- 
entrusted with the disbursemeiit of the public mo-| compatible, but that they ought to be, and remain uni- 
fiics, but one, who shall bd first elected for that pur-| ted in the sume person. What is this, but asserting 
pose by the president and approved by the senate of} the siiecwre principle in its worst form; in the most 
the United States; a body eomposed of two mem-| operative; beneficial offices, and not merely in the 
bers from each state inthe union. These provisions |nominal, lucrative ones? Whatis this, but a change 
together with the checks provided by the laws|of principle, with achange of men? How entirely 
establishing the treasury department, &c. have been |the opposite of the just and lofty pretensions of re- 
tleeimed instifficient securities for this great object ;|ptiblicanism? Obedience to principles, not men— 
Pectiliarly preéat at this time, when the appropriations jafter all; for what object, upon what ground, have 
ambunit to usim soenormous., All these securities the all these delicate principles been h: zarded f 

people have a right to demand of the government,and| The object was surely laudable. It was to restore 
to Know the persons invested in these high trusts.—jpeace to the country: Amiable solicitude for peace 
Have they ail these securities at this time? They cer-|certainly impelled the conduct. Its motive entitles 
tainly have not. ‘The person exclusively known by the|the author to every indulgence.—Yet, although the 
Gorstitution, for the most material agency in this im-' motive forthe conduct be pure and laudable, the 
portant business; one of Whose special duties under | principles assertéd by it in their practical effects par- 
the law is “to grant all warrants &c. for monies to be\take nothing of the motive which dictated them.— 
issued from the treasury in pursuance of appropriations |The ground of the proceeding, in my judgment, was 
tiade by law,” is absent on a foreign embassy; and} most delusive and unfortunate. It must have been, 
findther person, no where recognized by the consti-! that Mr.Gallatin was better quelified to discharge the 
tution is formally performing this high, responsible | duties of both these high imcompatible offices, than 
duty in his stead. The present president is Well| was any other gentleman in the United States to per- 
kriown to be amiable and unambitious.—1 fis prede-|form the duties of either of them. Nothing less 
Cessor Was amiable also, and unambitious; but lis; than this could be pleaded in justification of the at: 
competitor for the presidential chair, with an equal] tempt to unite in the same person, two incompatible 
vote by the people, is well known to have been both | offices, under citcumstances so inauspicious to the 
Enterprizing aiid ambitious. It was scarcely less object.—It is certainly very complimentary to the in- 
thai a miracle, considering the stratagems he em-jdividual, who has been honored with this presiden- 
ployed for that purpose, that he was not placed inj tial distinction, and may perhaps tend to advance his 
the presidential chair. Now endeavor to imagine | personal aggrandisement. But considering that this 
for vouselves any plan which could more effectu. ly |individual was born without the limits of the United 
facilitate the schemes of ambition than the assump-|States, and that accident alone cast him tpon our 
tion of a power to sevd the principal officers of the!shores, I am unwilling to state what I conceive, 
treasury from the couritry, and to stibstitute in their! ought to be the just and proper effects of this com- 
stead creaturés devoted to the selfish ptirposes of pliment, upon the feelings of every man, womail 
anambitictis president. ‘To exemplify the case more and child, whose happy destiny gave them birth 
particularly, Suppose Aaron Burr your president, | within the limits of the United States—who upon 
with a power to seid all the principal oficers of the|such birth inhaled the true armor patria, and have 
treasury department out of the country, and to sub-|cherished the holy passion up to the present mo- 
stitute in their stead, without the advice and consent |ment. 

of the senate, somé of “his choice spirits, who are! For what is this passion, but an affectionate pre’ 
tired of the dull pursuits of civil life, &c.” would! ference of one’s own country, and own countrymel, 
you have much confidence, that your public monies |to foreign countries and foreign countrymen ? Yet 
wauld be hoviestly disbursed in pursuance of appro-|even this exalted and honorable affection of the liv- 
priations made by law? And do you believe, that/man mind, the fruitful parent of so many virtues, 
there is but ong man in the United States possessing jand virtuous deeds, which in all ages has stimulated 
Burr's propensities for personal aggrandisement ‘—jindividuals to heroic actions, and splendid exploits; 
Recollect, too, thit tle enterprising and ambitious | which has often exalted nations to the highest pitch 
ulwavs cover their selfish projects, with precedents | of grandeur and prosperity, must now hide its dimin- 
afforded by the aniiable and unambitious. Of course,| ished head, beneath that visionary expanded philar- 
such precedents cannot be too scrupulously, and di- throphy, which, in its excess, gives the preference 
ligently guarded against in times of security and to foreigners, over ofe’s own countrymen. Yet this 
confidence. This ¢onsideraticn is entitled to dou-| ideal philosophy of the mind never yet had warmth) 
ble force at this mament, when Uie only justification|nor energy enough, to stimulate the bosom to 
of the very case béforé us is founded upon a prece-|heroic deed, nor in any way to contribute to the ex 
dent, and that precedent itself, founded upoii an ac-|altation of any one nation. But the principle of the 
knowledged error: From these, and other enume-| union of iitcormpatible offices, has an unhappy bear 
rated considtrations, I gave my most hearty contur-| ing upon the very basis of our fundamental ins titll 
rence to the following resolution adopted by the se-|tions. They are all founded upon the principle, ae 
nate an the 15th dav of June last, I[ sincerely hape, | the people of the United States possess a capacity . 
that after the effervescence of the present mément | govern themselves. They presume, that one man 
shall be dissipxted, the principle it embraces will least may be found competent to the discharge” 
geceive 4 Conspicuous place in every republican text- |the duties of gob office, fowever important wm 
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mav be. Selecting one man for the discharge of the 
duties of two incompatible offices, whether an A- 
merican or foreigner, militates directly against this 
principle, and tends to question its political ortho- 
doxy. 

From these considerations, although others might 
be justly resorted to, I felt myself reluctantly con- 
strained in the discharge of my bigh ofificial duties, 
to advise the president not to appoint Mr. Gallatin one 
of the envoys under the mediation It was impossi- 
ble for me laboring under the impressions produced 
by these reflections, to give my consent to the mea- 
sure, so long as Mr. Gailatin held the office of se- 
cretary of the treasury, without sacrificing every 
honest conviction of my own judgment. My reluc- 
tance arose, from the strong desire I unfeignedly felt, 
to give the plan for obtaining peace, approved by 
the president, the fairest experiment in his own way. 
It is well known that I should have voted in favor of 
the nomination, if the president had deemed it 
proper to have nominated another person to be secre- 
tary of the treasury. Candor, however compels me| 
to acknowledge, that with the information I then re-; 
ceived and believed, and which perhaps at some fu-| 
ture period the public may possess, such vote would | 
have been exclusively influenced by a spirit of con-! 





rope on his way thither, upon being nominated to the 
succeeding senate was unanimously rejected by that 
body. The president at his pleasure, has recalled 
other ministers from othet nations without offence 
toany. Foreign nations have recalled their ministers 
from the United States at their pleasure without of- 
fence. Indeed no condescension could be greater or 
more reprehensible, than departing from the obser- 
vance of the principles of our own institutions, im 
appointing our foreign agents, for our own objects, 
for the accommodation of any foreign nation whate- 
ver. As to the consideration of the loss of: Mr. Gal- 
latin’s extraordinary talents by the rejection, I 
would observe that those, who calculate upon the 
eflicucy of the excess of that gentleman’s talents, be- 
yond those of any other gentleman in the United 
States, in changing the views of the British cabinet, 
upon the subject of British maritime rights, risk 
their calculations for peace upon a forlorn hope in- 
deed. I would not wish to derogate aught from the 
tulents of Mr. Gallatin. They are certainly great,but 
I deem it no derogation to sav, that im my opinion, 
there are many, very many gentlemen in the United 
States, possessing talents equally competent to all 
the purposes of his mission. 

I have now, fellow citizens, given you a general 


cession, and a respectful deference for the views of and comprehensive exposition of the course of re- 
the president. By superficial observers, the rejec- flections, which influenced my conduct on this very 
tionof Mv. Gallatin is believed to have injurious ef interesting subject. I have laid before you, the 
fects upon the negotiation to be conducted under the! whole of the constitution, and of the laws having 
mediation.— Would to God, there may be any nego-|any material bearing on the case in their original let- 
tiations, under the mediation to be affected in any|ter. If you will examine them with impartiality and 
way!! If there should be none, it must be agreed|attention, discarding the idle, malicious and sense- 
that the rejection could not have produced any great; less imputations of improper motives without a con- 
mischief in that respect, and it has certainly saved|ceivably object, which have no existence, except in 


a great fundamental principle. 
negociations to proceed, what are the real effects, 
which will probably be produced by the rejection ? 
Recollect, the envoys were to act jotitly and several- 
ly; and that the commissions granted during the re- 
cess of the senate expired at the end of its last ses- 
sion. New commissions must therefore have issued, 
after the decision of the senate. The only effect, 
then, that could be practically produced by the re- 
jection, if the president had thought proper to exert 
his powers on the occasion, would have been this, 
that some person might be appointed in Mr. Galla- 
tin’s stead, who would have borne out the new com- 
Rission, and acted under it. If Mr. Gallatin had 
been approved, then the person bearing out the new 
commission, would have passed it over to Mr. Gal- 
latin, Who would have acted under it himself. The 
president had deemed it best not to appoint a substi- 
tute, and of course, it must be presumed, either 
that he was satisfied with the two who were approv- 
ed, or that he had lost all confidence in the success- 
ful termination of the project. The power of the 
president to nominate a republican substitute, and 
his refusal to do it, afford a sufficient reply to the 
cavil set up, that the only republican was excluded 
by the senate. Because if the president had nomi- 
nated any honorabie, intelligent republican, laboring 
under no legal disabitity, 1 have no doubt but he 
would have received the unanimous vote of the se- 
nate. The alarm expressed by some, of the unfa- 
vorable impressions produced on foreign nations by 
the rejection, is ceitainly ideal and inconsiderate.— 
Upon what pretext would any foreign nation take 
offence, at our adherence to the fundamental princi- 
ples of our own institutions, in appointing our fo- 
reign ministers? We have had abundant experience 
pon this subject to relieve us from all apprehen- 
sions in that respect. Mr. Short commissioned by 
Mr. Jefferson during the recess of the senate as mi- 
nister plenipolentiary to Russia, and actually in Eu- 


Sut admitting the) 


the unfortunate propensities of the minds which 
suggest them, and if they had, could in no respect 
alter the constitution or the laws, I cannot help flat- 
‘tering myself with the concurrence of your opinions 
upon the subject. If, however, notwithstanding the 
diligence J have employed to inform myself correct- 
‘ly, 1 should have taken erroneous views of the sub- 
iject, I have the consolation to know that by collating 
‘the constitution and the laws affecting the case, i 
‘have furnished you with the means of correcting my 
unintentional errors. WILLIAM Jb. GILES. 
Wigwam, Nov. 6, 1815. 


Lvs of THe QY ar. 
THE NIAGARA FRONTIER. 


In the Legislature of New-York, Feb. 1. 


The following message and documents, were re- 
ceired from his excellency the governor, and ordered 
to be printed :— 

GENTLE MEN—Pursuant to the suggestion made in 
my public communication at the opening of the ses- 
sion, I now lay before you a statement of the pro- 
ceedings whieh have taken place relative to the inva- 
sion and defence of the Niagara frontier. 

On the 26th day of November last, 1 received a 
requisition from the war department, a copy where- 
of, marked (A), accompanies this message. On the 
same day a general order for levying the detachment 
issued (2B), with a blank for the number of men.— 
This order was enclosed to general M‘Clure, then 
commanding on that frontier, with authority and 
directions to fill the blank with such number of men 
as would be competent, according to the authentic 
information he might possess of the number, situa- 
tion and i it ot the enemy’s force im that divec- 
tion, and thereupon to transmit the order to majore 
general Hall, . 
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Upon my return to this place from the southern tection of the western district, were promptly ex. 
frontier, on the 24th December last, an express deli-|erted in its defence. 
vered me communications from general M‘Clure, and| It must be ascribed to a great waste or embezzle- 
from general Hopkins, commandant of the Niagara} ment of public property on that frontier, that there 
brigade of militia, informing me that the enemy had jshould have been any deficiency of arms or ammu- 
crossed at Lewistown and burnt that village, and of |nition for repelling the late invasion; for a number 
their apprehensions for the safety of fort Niagara—jof cannon and a great proportion of all the arms, 
That the militia had been called forth en masse, and}ammunition and other military stores of every kind, 
that about 400 of them had arrived. belonging to the state, had been before forwarded 

The express stated, that he met bodies of troops |to the arsenals at Canandaigua and Batavia, and to 
going out, and that major-general Hall, commandant | Buffalo, and to other places west of Canandaigua, 
of the western division of militia, was on his way |and large quantities thereof had been deposited for 
to that frontier. the security of the mhabitants in the tewns bounded 

The superintendant of the United States ordnance! by lake Ontario and lake Erie, and in other places. 
department in this city, immediately sent off 350,000} The whole of the public stores at Canandaigua, and 
musket cartridges, 14,000 flints, 500 muskets, and) westward of it, from the beginning of the war, have 
a quantity of ammunition prepared for field pieces.!been subject to the orders of major-general Mall, 
There was also furnished from the state supply, atiand of every other general officer of militia who 
this place, 1000 muskets and cartridge-boxes, which!might be called into service to repel invasions. A 
have since been followed by S00 camp-kettles, and!message communicated to the legislature last year, 
as many axes and shovels as could be procured, and |with respect to the distribution of arms and milita- 
by a quantity of musket cartridges |.clonging to the |ry stores, and the annnal report of the commissary 





state, which was near Oswego. 

Not having the means of immediate transportation 
at my command, the quarter-master general of the 
United States for this district, upon a requisition 
therefor, caused the state muskets and cartridge- 
boxes to be transported with those of the United 
States. 

A copy of my answer to general M‘Clure’s letter 
(C), and also of a communication made to general 
Hall (D), is annexed. 

Oa the Sist day of December, a despatch from 
general Hall (E), came to hand, which gave me rea- 
son to hope that further depredations of the enemy 
would be prevented. But on the 2nd of January, 
instant, an express brought a second despatch (F), 
giving the melancholy account of the destruction of 


of the state, will afford more particular information 
upon the subject. ; 

I fully concur in the suggestion made by colonel 
Lamb in his report, which has been likewise men- 
tioned by most of the militia officers of the west, 
that a description of force more permanent and more 
to be relied upon than detached militia, is indispen- 
sable. 

I therefore beg leave to recommend the organiza- 
tion of two regiments of volunteers, of 1000 men 
each, and a battalion of mounted infantry or rifle- 
men, consisting of 490 men, who may repair to that 
frontier—relieve the detached militia now there, 
and remain in service for the time for which the for- 
mer are bound to serve—that the wages of privates 
be encreased by the state to ten dollars per month— 





Buffalo. Whereupon, colonel Lamb, one of my jand, that the volunteers be permitted to choose 
aids-de-camp, was directed to repair immediately to |their own officers. Should the legislature think 
that frontier, with instructions to confer with gener- | with me on the above subject, there will be no difti- 
al Hall and the other general officers of militia, and ‘culty in procuring a sufficient number of volunteers 





with plenary powers to comply with any request! 
within the scope of my authority, and the resources 
of the state. By him, also, a remittance of some 
funds was made to major-general Hall, and at the 
same time, the general was invested with full and 
entire command over all the militia and means of 
defence west of Onondaga, for the purpose of re- 
sisting the invasion. On his arrival at Onondaga, 
colonel Lamb informed me that the enemy, except 
the garrison of fort Niagara, had returned into Cana- 
da. Onhis arrival at Batavia, he confirmed that 
information, and stated, fnrther, that the people 
who had fled from their homes were returning to 
them, and that nothing more could be dene by mi- 
litia on that frontier, at present, than to support 
and protect the inhabitants against further encroach- 
ments. A copy of his final report is herewith sub- 
mitted (H). 

The paper marked (I), contains major-general 
Hall’s official account of his arrangements, and of 
the battle with the enemy at Black Ruck on the 30th 
of December Jast. Three reports have since been 
received from him. (K L Q). The copy of an afh- 
davit of Robert Lee, esq. who was taken a prisoner 
in fort Niagara, (M), also accompanies this mes- 
sage. ; 

The preceding statement, communications and 
documents, furnish all the information in my posses- 
sion relative to thelate invasion, and will acquaint 
the legislature with all the measures which have 
been adopted in consequence of it. 4¢ will, I trust, 


‘immediately. There are equipments belonging to 
the state, of every kind, west of Canandaigua, suf- 
ficient for twice the number of volunteers before 
mentioned. 

Any other plans or arrangements which the wis- 
dom of the legislature may devise for the emergency, 
will equally meet my cordial co-operation and sup- 
port. 

Many of the brave men who fell at Black Rock, 
| were il the service of the state pursuant to the laws 
jthereof. ‘The laws of the United States may not ex- 
tend to their families. Those also who were wound: 
hen or disabled may not come within the purview of 
the pension law of the United States. The exer- 
cise of fiirther legislative authority will, therefore, 
|be requisite, before the wounded can receive the be- 
‘nefit of the provision contained in the 70th section 
lof the act organizing the militia of this state. Al- 
though that section does not extend to the families of 
those who fall in the service of the state, yet they 
have claims upon its protection and bounty which 
| the legislature will readily discharge. 

DANIEL D. TOMPKINS. 

Jaunary 31st, 1814. 


DOCUMENTS 
Accompanying his excellency the governors message. 
| (A.) 
Albany, Nov. 26, 1815. 
Sin—Let me request you to authorise general 
M‘Clure to garrison forts George and Niagara, in 








satisfactorily appear from them, that the exertion of 
all the resources of the state, applicable to the pro-| 





the event of general Harrison’s leaying the Niagara 
frontier for Sacketts’ Harbor. fet 
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Should the enemy abandon Burlington heights, as 
appears to be their intention, the gayrisons need not 
he large. Much will depend on the character of the 
person left in command. ‘To colonel Fleming it 
night be safely committed. His experience and 
other valuable qualities fit him for it. ‘The garrisons 
may be composed either of volunteers or drafted 
militia. But of whatever description, it is desirable 
that their term of service should be more than one 
month. 

Let me request the favor of hearing fiom you on 
this subject so soon as general M‘Clure shall inform 
vou of his arrangements. 


‘ . 
Iam, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient 


servant, ' 
(Signed) J. ARMSTRONG. 
Governor f'ompkins. 
(B.) 
Albany, Nov. 28, 18153. 
Sin—Having been informed recenily, that the re- 
rulurs is about to leave forts George and Niagara, 





be torwarded immediately. The articles in the state 
arsendls at Canandaigua. and Batavia, are already 
subject to the orders of militia generals. 1 under- 
stand general Hall has gone out. fe will, of course, 
have the command, and, I have, therefore, address- 
ed a communication to him, containing authority to 
call for additional numbers of men, and to repel the 
invasion promptly and effectually. Thave also writ- 
ten to the secretary of war, and will communicate 
the answer and instructions of the president, so soon 
as they may be received. I hope you' will have been 
able, before the receipt of this, to have expelled, if 
‘not destroyed, the invading force. 

Tam, sir, with regard, your obedient servant, 





(Signed) DANIEL D. TOMPKINS. 
| Gen. George M‘Clure. ; 
| (D.) 
if Copy. ] Albany, Dec. 25th, 1813. 


Sir—On the 26th November last, an order was 
eon for a sufficient detachment from your divi- 


sion, to secure the inhabitants of the Niagara fron- 


' 


and believing that there is imminent danger of ip-| Her during the winter. The number was left blank, 
yasion and distress of our fellow-citizens on the Ni-} with directions for general M‘Clure to fill it, and 
agara frontier, I have to request in pursuance of a \deliver the order to you. It was presumed that as 
requisiuon for that purpose, made through the se- jhe had Kg abe Ae on in weigh fall, 
cretary of the war department of the United States, the ‘wae the Chg ge of the aa o ae re- 
that you will detach from vour division of the mili- |quisite for the above purpose. I was, there ore, 
tia of this state, and organize and order to that fron- much surprised on my return from New-York, this 
tie, on or before the 10th dav of December now days to ~~ the pi 3 i nrg that 
next, men, with the requisite | rontier. ie express intiorms mc t lat you 1aG prce 
number of officers, non-commissioned officers and iceeded, or would proceed to the lines in consequence 
musicians, who are to march to fort Niagara, in this jof that information, The whole of your division is 
state, and report themselves to, and obey the orders placed at your disposal for the purpose of repelling 
of, the commanding officer of militia on that fron-, the invasion, and driving the enemy from our state. 
tier. You are charged with the command of that frontier 
. is ees zeal “ AB tain Bere inhabitants of Heese ae Pedy a. bese eames jah ee 
wie frontier OF your division, and the emergency of |™0>* enecwue curs 
the occasion will, I trust, call forth your utmost ex- aaa gg a pin ht by expelling, 
ertions to comply with this order. and if possibile, by destroying them. 
With geet consideration, I have the honor to be ‘ ee eC <a ae ote ie 
(Signed) DANIEL D. TOMPKINS. |ferwarded by major Bumford, to Canandaigua, 
Major-general .2mos Hail. where they will be subject to order. ‘lhe nature of 
(c the service to be performed on this occasion, cannot 
C.) give rise to any questions about the liability of mili- 
tia to perform it, as the resistance of invasion is the 
only object. You will consider yourself vested with 
liberal powers and authority to effect that object, 
and you will doubtless be zealous to accomplish it. 

If there be no other quarters, you can take pos- 
session of the houses and other buildings at Buffalo 
and Black Rock, which lam informed are principally 
abandoned, and of the huts at Williamsville. You 
will keep a good look out on the Ridge road, and 
prevent the enemy from destroying the arsenal and 
stores at Batavia. 

The public property delivered out and not used, 
‘under your orders, is to be returned and secured be- 
i fore the militia be dismissed. There was great neg- 
\ligence and waste with respect to the military 
men to garrison it r ania a a. ee apr 
seni copes sade Iwas not apprized of the =! stores at Niagara, in November and December, 1812, 

cntion to evacuate fort George, or to destroy New- ‘and in the beginning of 1813. 


tie otherwise I should most assuredly have given! ‘The contractor’s agent, major Allen, ought to be 
dir saiaiasae . oie ° .: - <a Ss > a F Me 3 
Pa to have that frontier supplied with a consi- notified of the quantity of. provisions which may be 

crable force, to guard against the consequences of | 1 1 


mF” ; 2 : : irequired, and you will permit me to suggest, that 
the irritation and disposition to retaliate, which the | t . , P BESS" 


: unless vou can arm all the militia which mav arrive 
urninge of Newar ike } icn ma} 
‘: & OF Newat k would naturally excite, on the/ang be unarmed, you had better dismiss them or 

west s i f | rT { . 
St side of the Niagara river. 


Major Bumford has forwarded the followine apres (SOR, them into the interior, until they can be armed ; 
cles ; § aur |as without arms they will not add to your force, but 
will exhaust your provisions and deprive the frontier 
inhabitants of the means of support during the win- 
ter. 
I am, sir, with great regard, your ob’t serv’t. 

DANIEL D. TOMPKINS 


{cory. | 
Albany, Dec. 24, 1813. 

Sin—I have this moment arrived from New-York, 
and have received your communication detailing the 
disastrous state of things on the Niagara frontier.— 
With my letter of the 26th of November last, you 
Were furnished with an order on major-general Hall, 
™ detach from his division such number as you 
should judge sufficient to garrison forts George and 
Niagara and to protect the inhabitants of the Niag-wa 
‘rontier. Upon my arrival here, I learn for the first 
time, that the former has been destroyed, the 
Village of Newark burnt, and fort Niagara made 
the depot of all the cannon, military stores and 
€qiipments on that frontier, with but a handful of 











350,000 musket cartridges, 
14,000 flints, 


ng 500 muskets, and a quantity of ammu- 
hition for field pieces. 


« Should any further supplies be required, they shal!’ maj. gen, Amos Hall, 
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(1) | 
Buffalo, Dec. 2th, 1813—Evening. 
His excellehey’governor Tompkins, ; 
Sin—On my receiving information of the ene- 


my’s crossing the Niagara river and taking the fort, 
i immediately set off for that frontier. On my arri+ 
val at Batavia, I found a number of volunteers as- 
sembled. Itarried one day at that place, to forward 
them on to the frontier, and make arrangements for 
those who should follow. 

I this day arrived at Buffalo and assumed the com- 
mand ef the troops (being all volunteers) now on 
this station. The whole number here and at Lewis- 
town, &c. may amount to 2000 of all descriptions. 
The enemy have made their appearance opposite 
Black Rock arid an invasion is to be expected. 

The troops now out can be kept but a few days.— 

‘The troops called out on your excellency’s last 
requisition, caiinot all arrive at this place until the 
middle or last of the week. The order did not reach 
me until the evening of the 16th instant. 

Our loss in the capture of Fort Niagara has been 
immense. What number of brave men have been 
sacrificed, we have not yet been able to learn. It 
must have been great. 


Several inhabitants have been killed at Lewistown, | 


and among whom it is not ascertained there are any 
women or children. 
I lrave the honor to be, your excellency’s obedient 
selvant, 
(Signed) AMOS HALL. 
(F.) 
Head-quariers, Niagara Frontier, 
Dec. 30, 18135—7 o’clock, P.M. 
Sim—I have only a moment to acknowledge the 
receipt of vour letter of the 25th inst. and to add 
that this frontier is wholly desolate. ‘The British 
crossed over, supported by a strong party of Indians, 
at a little before day this morning, near Black Rock. 
They were met by the militia under my command. 
with spirit; but overpowered by the numbers and 
discipline of the enemy the militia gave way and 


. - I 4 | 
fled on every side. Every attempt to rally them was | iis execteney governor Tompkins. 
Their purpose was obtained, und the | 
flourishing village of Buffalo is laid in ruins. —The | 


. ‘ . . ; 4 , is J “ rar s ; + da 
Niagara frontier now lies open and naked to our ene- | Head-quarters, Niagara frontier, 


ineffectual. 


mies. Your judgment will direct you what is most 
proper in the emergency. IT am exhausted with fa- 
tigue and must defer particulars until to-morrow.— 
Many valuable lives are lost. 
I have the honor to be, &c. 
A. HALL, maj. gen. 
(H.) 
Albany, January 29th, 1814. 
Sin—Agreeably to your excellency’s orders, I left 
this city on the 4th instant, and proceeded with all 
possible dispatch to the Niagara frontier. On my 
arrival at Bloomfield, in the county of Ontario, I met 
general Hall, who was on the point of returning to 
Batavia, to collect the troops who had been detach- 
ed under your excellency’s order of the 26th No- 


vember, which amounted to 1COO men; and also of 


another detachment of 1000 which he had ordered 
out on authority subsequently given him. 

On my arrival at Batavia, 1 found that the inhabi- 
tants of that place and the country west, as far as 
Buffalo, on the main road, had, on receiving infor- 
mation of the landing of the enemy, filed and left 
their homes, but were generally returning. IT pro- 


ceeded to Buffalo and found that flourishing village 
totally destroyed. The only buildings remaining in it 
are the gaol, which is built of stone, a small frame 
house, and an armorer’s ghop. All the houses east of 
Bufialo, on the BataviaYoad, for two miles, except- 
sng log houses, are also destroyed, and almost every 


building between Buffalo and Fort Niagara, along 
the river, had, Ll was informed, shared the same fate, 

The enemy had with him at Black Rock and Buf- 
falo, a number of indians, (the general opinion in 
that country is about 200) who pursued their accus. 
tomed mode of horrid warfare, by tomahawking, 
scalping and otherwise mutilating the persons who 
fell into their hands. Among the victims of their 
savage barbarity, was a Mrs. Lovejoy, who was to- 
mahawked and afterwards burnt in her own house.— 
The conduct of these savages, has struck the minds 
of the people on the Niagara frontier with such hor- 
ror as to make it absolutely necessary, that a more 
efficient force than the ordinary militia of the coun. 
try should be employed for its protection to prevent 
its becoming entirely depopulated. 





There was, when I left Batavia between 5 and 
600 militia at Williamsville and its vicinity, under 
ithe command of general Hopkins, and about the 
‘same number on the Ridge road, near the arsenal, 
under the command of colonel Hopkins. It was the 
intention of general Hall, who was at Batavia, to 
make up the number at each of these stations to 
1000 men. There were also at Batavia abeut 100 
regulars under the command of major Riddle ; whi 
had received orders to march to Williamsville. 

As the enemy had re-crossed into Canada, leaving 
ino part of his force in our territory, except the gar- 
irison of Fort Niagara, I did not think it necessary for 
|me to remain in the country, or to exercise the plena- 
|ry powers with which you were pleased to vest me; 
especially as the authority given to general Hall ap- 
peared to me to be amply sufficient to enable him to 
give a temporary protection to the frontier. I am de. 
icidedly of opinion, however, that it is absolutely 
necessary, that a force of a more permanent and sub- 
stantial nature than that at present under his com- 
‘mand, should be provided with as little delay as 
| possible. 
| Sir, 1 have the honor to be, with the greatest re- 








‘spect, your most obedient servant, 
ANTHONY LAMB. 


(1.) 


January 6th 18)4. 
| To his excelleney the governor 
ot the state of New-York. 

Sira—The confusion into which every thing was 
thrown by the events of the 30th December, and the 
imperious necessity of taking precautionary me* 
sures against the advances of the enemy, put it out 
of my power to furnish at an earlier period a detail- 
ed account of the operations on this frontier, during 
my hitherto, unfortunate and embarrassing com- 
‘mand—add to this, the extreme difficuity of collect 
ling authentic facts, relative to our loss, since the 
‘forces under my command were of that multiform 
description, which they necessarily were, being com- 
posed almost wholly of volunteer militia and ex 
empts, hastily and confusedly assembled in the mo- 
ment of alarm, and dissipated by the events of @ 
battle. 

The storming of Fort Niagara and the burning 0 
Lewistown, presaging further gleyastation, thircw 
this whole country into the most violent agitation; 0! 
the moment, and without any previous preparatiol) 
1 hastened to Batavia, with a view to take such mea 
sures as might be within my power, to repel the 
enemy and protect the frontier. I hastily collecte¢ 
trom the militia and volunteers of Gennessee county 
and the brigade of general Wadsworth, in Ontario 
a considerable farce. But generally deficient in a7™*, 
and ammunition, and the necessary conveniences 6 
acamp. In the evening of the 











29d December, ge” 
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MN ‘Clure, with the regulars under command of mu- 


The movements of the enemy already indicated 


jor Riddle, arrived in Batavia, and on the morning| their intention of attacking the village of Buffalo or 
of the 23d, signified by a letter, his desire that 1} Black Rock, which left me not a moment’s repose 
would take the command during this moment of ge-, from the arduous duty of preparing the most effec- 


veral alarm. 
in the best manner in my power, the forees then at 


Batavia, and with the arms and ammunition collect-, 


I accordingly proceeded to organize! tive means in my power for ety | the enemy with 
she crude force under my command. 
| was so fortuhate as to procure such information as _ 


On the 28th, 


éd from different sections of the country, and what!to the enemy’s movements, from a citizen who 


little could be procured from the arsenals at Canan- 
daigua and Batavia; I was enabled"to get under 
march on the 25th for Lewistown, a body of infan- 
try about 150 streng; under lieut. col. Lawrence, 
supported by one company of cavalry under com- 
mand of captain Marvin, with orders to proceed and 
join a corps of militia; satd to be 200 strong, under 
command, of lieut. col. Atchinson, which was sta- 
tioned at Forsyth’s, on the Ridge road, fifteen miles 
east from Lewistown, to collect and save all the 
ammunition in his power, which had been removed 
from the arsenal at Lewistown, and was then dispers- 
ed on the road and different parts of the country, 
and with instructions to aet as circumstances and 
the nature of his force would permit against the 
enemy ; and if practicable to effect a junction with 
the main force at Buliulo, by the way of Manches- 
ter, Schlosser, and thence up the river to Black 
Rock; leaving as a reserve the corps under colonel 
Atchinson, ut their station near Lewistown. I then 
ordered the remainder of the troops to Buffulo, with 
the exception of the regular forces, over whom 1 
assumed no command. 

On the morning of the 25th I proceeded to Buffa- 
lo, leaving general M‘Clure at Batavia with instruc- 
tions to organize such detachments of volunteers as 
might arrive, and direct their march for Buffalo. I 
arrived in Buffalo on the morning of the 26th, and 
there found a considerable body of irregular troops 
of various descriptions, disorganized and confused— 
every thing wore the appearance of consternation 
and dismay. On the same day I issued an order to 


the several commandants of corps, for a return of 


Ye number of effective men under their command ; 
and an order to captain Camp, A. D. Q. M. ge- 
neral for the return of the ordnance and ordnance 
stores, in the quarter-mastet’s department; a copy 
of which return, I have heretofore had the honor to 
forward to your excellency, and which sufficiently 
exhibits the destitute condition of that department. 
On the 27th ITordered a review of all the troops un- 


‘der my command at Buffalo and the Rock, when I 


found my numerical force to be as follows - 

At Buffalo, under lieut. col. Boughton, of the ca- 
valrv and mounted volunteers, 129; lieutenant-colo- 
nel Blackslee, of Ontario exempts and volunteers, 
433; lieut. col. Chapin, of the Buffalo miltia, 136; 
lieut. col. Mallory, of the Canadian volunteers, 97 ; 
major Adatns, of the Gennessee militia, S52. At 
the Rock were stationed under the command of bri- 
gadier-veneral Hopkins, 382 effective men, compos- 
ed of the corps commanded by lieut. col. Warren and 
lieut. col. Churchill, exclusive of a body of 37 mount- 
ed infantry, under command of captain Ransom, 85 
Indians under command of lieut. col. Granger, and 


_ one piece field artillery, a six pounder, and 25 men, 


commanded by lieutenant Steely—making my aggre- 
gate nominal force on the 27th, to be 1711 men: add 
to this a regiment of Chataugue militia, under com- 
mand of lieut. col. M‘Mahan, which arrived at Buffa- 
lo on the 29th, about 300 men, which swells my force 
to 2011, which was reduced on the morning of the 
alarm, by desertions, to less than 1200; and so de- 
ficient were my supplies of ammunition, that a great- 
er part of the cartridges for colonel] M‘Mahan’s re- 
Fiment were made and distributed after they were 
paraded on the morning of the battle. 


made his escape from Canada, as to leave me no 
doubt as to their intention. 

Tn the evening of the 29th, at about 12 o’clock, I 
received information that our horse patrole had been 
fired on a short distance below Canjokaties Creek, 
and one mile below Black Rock. Lieut. Boughton, 
an enterprising and brave officer, who commanded 
the patrole, had his horse shot under him. The 
enemy advanced and took possession of the Sailors 
battery near Canjokaties creek. The troops were 
immediately paraded and stood by their arms. I 
was a uncertain at what point the enemy would 
attack me: the darkness of the night was not favora- 
ble for making observations. I was apprehensive the 
enemy designed to make a feigned attack below 
Black Rock, for the purpose of drawing off my force 
from the village of Buffalo, preparatory to a landing 
above the village, intending thereby to take it by 
surprise—at the same time being anxious to antici- 
pate the enemy’s landing, and meet them at the 
watei’s edge, I gave orders that the troops at the 
Rock, commanded by colonels Warren and Churchill, 
(general Hopkins being at that time absent from 
cump) to attack the enemy and endeavor to dislodge 
them from the battery and drive them to their boats. 
The attempt failed through the confusion into which 
the militia were thrown, on the first fire of the ene- 
my and the darkness of the night: they were diss 
persed and not again embodied under their proper 
officers through the day. I then ordered the corps, 
under major Adams and the corps under col. Chapin 
to make the attack. This was attended with no bet« 
ter effect. The men were thrown into confusion by 
the enemy’s fire, and after skirmishing a short time, 
fled, and were not again embodied through the day. 
1 then ordered the corps under the command of col. 
Blakeslie to advance to the attack ; and at the same 
time I put the remainder of my troops in motion for 
the same point and proceeded by the hill road to 
Black Rock. On approaching the village at Black 
Rock, I discovered a detachment of the enemy’s 
boats crossing to our shore and bending their course 
towards the rear of general Porter’s house. The 
day was now beginning to dawn. I immediately 
countermanded the order given to colonel Blakeslie 
to attack the enemy’s left and directed them to torm 
and attack the enemy’s centre at the water’s edge. 

I new became satisfied as to the disposition and 
object of the enemy, which I ascertained to be as 
follows : 

Their left wing composed of about 800 regular 
troops and nicorporated militia, and 150 or 200 
indians, were disposed below Canjokaties creek, 
and had been landed under cover of the night. With 
this force the enemy designed to cover their left, 
out-flank our right and cut off our retreat by the 
woods. With their centre, consisting of about 400 
of the royal Scots commanded by colonel Gordon, 
the battle was commenced. Their right, which was 
purposely weak, was laiided near our main battery, 
under cover of a high bank, and was merely calcu- 
lated to divert our tor¢e from the principal attack ; 
the whole under the command of leutenant-general 
Drummond, conducted to the attack by major-gene- 
ral Riall. [thereupon ordered the enemy’s left wing, 
which was discovered to se wheeling upon our right, 
to be attacked by the indians under command of 








_— 


ee es 


ET ERT es: le i Al A i Ril Se ae 

















306 


THE WEEKLY REGISTER—SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 1814. 








lieutenant-colonel Granger and the Canadian volun- 
teers under command of colonel Mallory. At the 
same time I posted the regiment under command of 
colonel M*Mahan at the battery, us a reserve, to act 
as emergencies should require. The attack was 
commenced by a fire from our 6 pounder under 
lieutenant Scely, below general Porter’s house, and 
one 24 and two 12 pounders at the battery under 
command of lieutenant Farnum, of the 2ist U. S. 
infantry, acting as a volunteer. At the same time the 
enemy opened a heavy fire from their batteries on 
the opposite side of the river, of shells, spherical 
and hot shot; and ball. The regiment under com- 
mand of colonel Blakeslie, about 400 strong, were 
regularly ina line, together with detached bodies 
from other corps, amounting, according to the best 
estimate I can make, in all about 600 men. These 
few but brave men, commenced the attack with 
musketry upon the enemy in their boats and poured 


—_— 


our loss is about 30 killed and perhaps 40 wounded. 
In prisoners our loss is ascertained to be 69—twelve 
of whom are wounded. The enemy’s loss must be 
much greater, as many were killed in their boats 
vefore landing. ‘Their loss may reasonably be pre- 
sumed in killed and wounded, at not less than 2u0. 
Licutenant-colonel Boughton, of the light dragoons, 
is among our slam. He was a good officer and a valu- 
able citizen. 1 regret that it is not in my power to 
do justice to all those who were engaged on this day. 
The veteran Blikeslie and his corps were pre-emi- 
nently distinguished. There were of the broken 
remains of other corps many officers and soldiers 
whose bravery and conduct merits my warmest 
praise; but having fought irregularly and in de- 
tachments, I cannot designate to do them that justice 
they deserve. ‘The good conduct of lieut. Seely and 
lieut. Farnum, who had charge of the artillery, was 
particularly noticed. The cavalry under colonel 


upon them a most destructive fire. Every inch of}Boughton, and mounted volunteers under major 


frotnd was disputed with the steady coolness of 
veterans, and at the expence of many valuable lives. 
Their bravery, at the same time that it casts a lustre 
over their names, refiects equal disgrace on those 
who fled at the first appearance of danger—and 
whom neither intreaties nor threats could turn back 
to the support of their comrades. Perceiving that 
the indians on whom I had relied for attacking the 
enciny’s flank, were offering us no assistance—and 
that our right was endangered by the enemy’s lefi, 
q gave-directions for the reserve, under command of 
colonel M‘Mahan, to attack the enemy in flank on 
our right. But terror had dissipated this corps, and 
but few of them could be rallied by their officers 
and brought to the attack. Of this corns there were 
some who merit well of their country—but more 
who covered themselves with disgrace. ‘The defec- 
tion of the indians and of my reserve, and the loss of 
the services of the cavalry and mounted men, by 
reason of the nature of the ground on which they 
must act, left the forces enyaged, exposed to the 
enemv’s fire in front and flank. After standing thei 
ground for one half hour, opposed to veteran and 
highly disciplined troops, overwhelmed by numbers 


and neariy surrounded, a retreat became necessary } 


7 


to their safety, which was accordingly made. I then 
made every ciTort to rally the troops, with a view to 
renew the attack on the enemy’s columns, on their 


approach to the village of Buffalo. But every effori 


proved ineffectual—and experience proves, that with 
militia, a retreat becomes a flight, and a battle once 
eiided, the army is dissipated. Deserted by my 
principal force, I fell back that night to the Eleven 
Mile Creek, and was forced to leave the flourishing 
villages of Black Rock and Buffalo a prey to the 
enemy, Which they have pillaged and laid in aslies. 
At the Eleven Mile Creek T collected between two 
and three hundred men who remained faithful to 
their country. With those I preserve the best show 
of defence in my power, to cover the fleeing inhabi- 
tants and check the advances of the enemy. ‘Fhe 
enemy have gained but little plunder from the pub- 
lic stores. The chief loss has fallen upon the indi- 
vidual sufferers. Eight pieces of artillery fell into 
the hands of the enemy—of which but one was 
mounted on a travelling carriage. What little re- 


mained of the public stores, capable of being moved, | 


is preserved through the exertions of captain Camp, 
of the quarter-master’s department, whose bravery is 
only equalled by his active zeal for the public service. 
It is not in my power to give a particular account of 
our lo+s in killed in wounded, as the wounded were 
generally got off by their friends and taken to their 
homes, and our dead were mostly buried by the 
enemy. But from the best information I can collect, 


Warner, receive my thanks for their prompt obe- 
dience of orders, and the valuable services rendered 
jin the fatiguing duties of patroling—And, it is a 
‘matter of regret, that the nature of the ground on 
which we contended, deprived me of that support 
which I might confidently expect from their bravery. 
To heut. Frasier, of the United States infantry, I 
tender my thanks for the voluntary services which 
he rendered me as one of my staff. To my two aids- 
de-camps, majors Hosmer and Norton, I cannot 
withhold my warmest thanks for their cool delibe- 
rate bravery, and the alacrity with which they 
executed my orders from the first movements of 
the troops 1 the morning to the close of the day. 

[ have the honor to be, sir, your exceilency’s most 
obed’t and humble serv’t. A. HALL, .Maj. Gen. 

(K.) 
[exrract.] 
Had Quarters, Batavia, January 15th, 1814. 

| His exeellency, Daniel D, ‘Toimpkins, governor. 
| Sin.——Since my last communication, there has net 
| any thing of importance transpired on this frontier, 
‘materially aliecting us On the 8th instant, a detach- 
|ment under the command of general John Swift, (a 
volunteer) and lieut. col. C. Hopkins, with a party 








jof about 70 men, surprized a party of the British, 
who were procuring wood, about half a mile from 
tire fort, fired upon them, killed four of the enemy, 
lost one of their own men, and took eight prisoners. 
‘Subsequent to which, a large force of the enemy 
were observed to be in motion, which induced our 
troops on that station, to fall back four or five miles, 
to a more defencible position, the affair ended here, 
and allis qiiet. In consideration of our feeble force, 
I have cautioned the commandant on that station 
against indulging too much in rash enterprizes, until 
our reinforcement shall have arrived, which may be 
expected here in 7 or 8 days. I have ordered on to 
the arsenal at this place, a sufficient supply of arms 
and ammunition for the forces now on this frontier, 
and of those expected soon to arrive ; so that I flat- 
ter myself that within a few days I may be able to 
| Pronounce this frontier safe against the encroach- 
;ments of the enemy. 
| IT regret to add, that our loss, in killed,-on the 
30th ult. proves to be greater than I had supposed ; 
on re-possessing the ground, we find that our dead 
‘were yet unburied. There have been already col- 
lected about 50 bodies, and probably there are some 
yet undiscovered in the woods. The canron were not 
removed by the enemy, (excepting the 6-pounder, ) 
nor are they materially injured. The enemy admit 
their loss, in killed and wounded, to be 300. 

I have the honor to remain, sit, most respectfully, 
your most ob’t. and humble serv’t. 


(Signed) A, HALL, Major Genera? 
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(L.) 
[cory. ] 
Batavia, Jan. 14, 1814. 
Ilis excellency governor Tompkins, 

Sin—I have nothing to communicate worth re- 
mark, since my letter of yesterday. Every thing re- 
mains quiet at present on this frontier. 

There is one thing Iomitted to mention, I believe 
inmy last, which is of much consequence.—There 
is very little camp equipage for the troops already 
in service, and the quarter-master’s department gives 
little encouragement of any being provided. It will 
be impossible for the troops to continue in service 
without cooking utensils. The detachment now 
mustering, of 1900 men, will want at least 300 
camp-kettles. I know not how they are to be obtain- 
ei. They are not in our conuatry. [am in hopes 
there have been some forwarded which will arrive in 
season. 

Col. Lamb will be able to give you the particulars 
of our situation, more fully than I can write. 

1 have the honor to be &c. 


(M.) 
fcory.] 

ROBERT LEE, late of Lewiston, in the county 
of Niagara, and state of New-York, gentleman, of 
the age of forty-two years, being sworn on the holy 
evangelists,deposeth and saith,that some seven weeks 
immediately preceding the 19th of December last, 
he, this deponent, resided in fort Niagara, for the 


A. HALL. 


purpose of attending to private business—that about | 


4 o’clock in the morning of the said 19th, the said 
fort was attacked or entered by the British. The 


garrison was not alarmed when the enemy eitered | 


the gates of the fort. Some firing took place after 
thev entered the works, particularly between the 
guard at the south-east block house and the sick in 
the hospital, at the red barrack, on the part of the 
Americans with the enemy. This deponent is posi- 


’ 

The American soldiers were kept two days in close 
and miserable confinement, without the use of provi- 
sions and with avery scanty supply of wood and wa- 
ter. At the expiration of which the citizens and sol- 
diers were crossed over the river and lodged in a 
part of what had been the British magazine, at Fort 
George, the residue in open plank ana board huts— 
in both situations it was impossible to lay down. 
The magazine was so filthy, that many of the pri- 
soners became infested with vermin, and in. that si- 
tuation remained seven days. The citizens were 
then removed to a brick building up near Queens- 
town, where they were so much crowded, that no 
kind of comfort was to be taken either by day or 
night. The supply of provisions was not only scan- 
ty, but of the very worst kind. Beef of the most in- 
ferior and repulsive quality, and bread the quality of 
which cannot be described—the water that they us- 
ed both there and at the magazine, thcy had to pur- 
chase. 

This deponent believes, that through the influence 
of an individual in Upper Canada, himself, together 
with ten other Americans, were permitted, on the 
15th inst. to cross to the United States. The resi- 
‘due of the citizens to the amount of about seventy, 
‘were marched on the 12th, undera strong guard, to 
‘Burlington Heights. And this deponent was inform- 
ved, that from thence they would be sent to Kingston. 
(The women and children taken at and near Lewiston 
'were stripped of their clothing and taken across the 
iriver. And, further this deponent saith not. 
| (Signed) ROBERT LEE. 
Sworn and subscribed this 18th day i 
| of January, 1814, before me, 4 
(Signed) J. HARRISON, 

.Vaster in Chancery. 
(0.) 


Exiract—dated Batavia, Jan. 20, 1814. 
| Sir,—Nothing importa. has occured on the fron- 
itier since I last wrote you. Our scouting partes from 





tive that there were about 400 men, of all deserip-}the camp near Lewiston occasionally approach within 
tions, in the fort immediately before taken, and that ;musket shot of fort Niagara. It is ascertained that 
350 of that number were capable and willing to bear the enemy keep no guards without the fort. The 
arms in that way, to wit, firing on the enemy from |garrison from the best information that can be 
the block houses. The principal resistance the ene- jobtained, consists of 250 or 300 men, commanded by 
my met with, was from the sick in the red barrack, col. Young, of the 8th regiment. There has been but 
23 this deponent is informed, and from what he saw, !little appearance of force seen of late opposite Black 
he believes were nearly all slaughtered. The British | Rock and Buffalo. 

fyree that took possession of the fort, were innumber| The second detachment of troops are coming in 
about 400, commanded by col. Murray, who was daily, and as fasts they can be organized, are march- 
wounded in the arm in entering the gate, and was ed on to Williamsville and the cantonment near Lew 
succeeded in command by col. Hamilton. From the jiston. There being neither axes nor camp kettles on 
British order of congratulation, that issued on the jhand in the quarter-master’s department, [ have been 
same morning, it appeared that the Americans lost obliged to order a partial supply to be purchased by 
65 in killed and 15 wounded, which wounds were ‘the assistant-deputy-quarter-master-general at this 
principally by the bayonet, as expressed in the or- ‘place until a supply shall arrive. 

der; but the above order issued very soon after they; My force may be calculated as follows : 

took possession of the fort, and did not include aj Ist detachment 600 at most. 

number that were found bayonetted in the cellars of; 2d detachment 1200, possibly, making at moét, 
the houses. This deponent thinks that. our*loss, in |1800 men. 

<illed, in the whole, amounted to 80. It was a mat- | This force will be stationed at Williamsville and 
ter of frequent conversation and exultation amongst near Lewision, and nearly equally divided. 

the British nen-commissioned officers and soldiers,| You will judge whether the force now on his fron- 
Whilst his deponent was under guard, that they bay- |tier is sufficient for its defence. If you should consi- 
onetted the Americans, notwithstanding their crying |der it necessary to have an additional force, permit 


Out for quart: rs. 

A subaitern and about twenty privates made their 
eseape from the fort by scaling the pickets. Capt. 
Leonard, the American commander, was al the time 
the fort was taken, at his farm, about two miles dis- 
tant, and hearing the attack, made towards the fort, 
and at no great distance from it was made prisoner 
by the enemy and kept in close confinement for two 
days and an half, and how much longer this depon- 
cnt does not know. 


me to suggest the propriety of ordering a detach- 
ment fiom some of the other divisions, for it will be 
almost impossible to detach another regiment from 
imy division. Ihave the honor to be, &c. 

A. MALL. 
His Excellency Gov. Tompkins. 





COMMODORE PERRY AT BALTIMORD. 
On his way returning to Newport, R. I. where he 
jas stationed for the present, com. /erry made a stop 
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evening of the 3}st ult. he visited the Circus, That 
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in Baltimore, and spent Monday, Jan. 31, Tuesday, 
Feb. 1, and Wednesday, the 2nd, with us. On the 


spacious building was incompetent to receive the 
mighty crowd that ryshed onward to greet him.— 
The house was filled, and literally crammed, long 
before the entertainments began ; and when the hero 
entered, he was received with deep, loud and con- 
tinued acclamation. On Tuesday, agreeably to pre- 
vious arrangements, he was entertained at Barney’s 
“Fountain Inn” in a manner that we beg to be indulg- 
ed in communicating and recording a detail of, for 
reasons that may be urged hereafier.* 

The great room at the Fountain Jnn was selected 
for the oceasion. Some of our most distinguished 
citizens, viz. captain George Stiles, captain Samuel 
Sterett, major Isacc M‘Kim and major Thomas T'e- 
nant,—(two “republicans,” two “federalists,” four | 
Americans )—had been appointed the committee of 
arrangement; and to their united zeal and perse- 
verance, aided by the correct taste and disinterested 
exertions of Mr. John Findlay, (on whom the bur- 
then of preparing the decorations principally fell) 
the citizens of Baltimore were indebted for an enter- 
tainment prese:iting an harmonious whole, that has 
rarely been surpassed. Nor must Mr. Barney, who 
furnished the feast, be forgotten; every thing that! 
was luscious and good—that was pleasing to the pa-| 
late or delightful to the eye, was presented in ample 
form and bounteous profusion. 

At the head of the room was a large transparent} 
pamting, reaching almost across the hall, represent-| 
ing the battle on £rie. The accomplished artist 
had happily seized that moment, when com. J’erry, | 
“at 45 minutes past two, having thrown out the sig-| 
nal for close action,’ bore up in the Magara and: 
“passed a-head of their two ships and a brig, giving: 
a raking fire to them from the starboard guns, anc| 
to a large schooner and sloop, from the larboard, 
side, at half pistol shot distance. The smaller ves- | 
sels having at this time got within grape and can- 
nister distance, under the direction of captain E/lintt, | 
and keeping up a weil-directed fire, the two ships, a 
brig and a schooner surrendered, a schooner and a) 
sloop making a vain attempt to escape.” [Sce official | 
despatch, page 61.) The painting was finely exe- | 
cuted, and its effect was charming.t At the head of: 
the tables was the representation of the stern of a| 
ship, labelled “Nracara,” on which, as on the quar- | 
ter deck, were placed the president of the day, : 
Edward Johnson, esq. with the nero, commodores 
Lewis and Barney and captains Spence and Ridgely, | 
of the U.S. navy, and other invited guests. In front | 
of these rose, as in a great column, a bundle of! 
eighteen arrows, braced together by massy bands, on | 
which were inscribed the names of Aull, Jones; 
Decatur, Bainbridge, Lawrence, Ludlow, Burrows, | 
Allen, Perry, m large letters of gold. From the cen- 
tre of the arrows rose a top-gallant-mast and yard, 
bearing a fiag on which was inscribed the memorable 
despatch, “we have met the enemy and they are ours.” 
The pedestal was ornamented with naval emblems 
and wreaths. Over the whole was suspended the 
American Eagle, bearing in his beak a scroll, lettered | 
“4 nation’s gratitude the hero’s best reward.” This 
effigy was so managed that, with outstretched wings, 
it passed, occasionally, over the company. ‘The 
windows of the rooms were elegantly curtained with | 
the “striped bunting” spangled with stars, and which | 


} 














* The editor makes this remark because it is not! 
his custom, in any way, ts /ocalize the contents of | 
the Reaisten; though, indeed, this is the nation’s 
baisiness. 

+See the 14th toast. 


ever way the eye turned it fell on some object ta 
delight the sense, and gratify the patriotic enthusi- 
asm that overflowed every bosom. The music gallery 
was filled with gentlemen amateurs, and their ex. 
cellent performances added not a little to embellish 
and adorn the whole. | 

The vice-presidents were Joseph H. Nicholson, esq. 
captain Sammel Sterett, major Isaac M*‘Kim, colonel 
James Biays, captain George Stiles and major Thomas 
Lenant ; and the company amounting to between 
two and three hundred gentlemen, sat down to din- 
ner a little before five o’clock. Dignified order, with 
heart-felt animation and joy, held uninterrupted 
sway, until about nine in the evening, when the 
company broke up and each one went home rejoicing 
that he had seen that day so honorable to all con. 
cerned in the tridutg of gratitude to the hero of Erie. 


The following were the toasts drank on this 
occasion : 

1. Our Country—May Union, the Palladium of 
our political safety and prosperity, be the primary 
object of patriotic desires. 

2. The splendid Victories of our infant Navy—Pre- 
cursors of more brilliant achievments.—A ready las 
our proud, and hitherto triumphant foe, been forced 
to exclaim, ‘when Greek meets Greck, then comes 
the tug of war.” 

3. The President of the United States—From youth 
to age, the assertor of American rights and human 
freedom. 

4. The memory of Washington—W hose first act was 
a defence of his Country, and whose last breath an 
exhortation to Union. 

3. The Vice-President and Heads of Department—A 
band of American Revolutionaries, re-assembled in 
front of their countrymen. 

6. The Judiciary of the United States—Firm, wise 
and independent. 

7. The wars of Exoope—May the millions sacrificed 
to mad ambition, teach us to estimate more highly 
our own tree Constitution. 

8. Lhe Mission to Gottenburg—May it produce a 
speedy and honorable peace. [S cheers. 

9. Qur Maritime and Social Rights—With peace 
if possible; but our Maritime and Social Rights 
untouched forever. [3 cheers. 

10. Agriculture, Manufactures and the Arts—Real 
sources of national independence and greatness— 
prosperity to them. 

11. Dhe Army of the United States—When more 
experienced in the art of war, honor and the loye of 
country will render it invincible. 

12. The Navy of the United States— 

Old Ocean sounds its praise— 
The Lakes re-echo the sound— [9 cheers. 

15. Lhe Pillar of our Naval Glory—Like the pillar 
of the cloud and of fire, may it eternally direct the 
true course to national honor and prosperity. 

14. The 10th of September, 1813—Rendered memo- 
rable in the annals of our countty by the decisive and 
glorious victory on lake Erie. [9 cheers. 


{ As the several toasts were announced, the music 
struck up a patriotic air. But when this was repeated 
by the vice-president, the company directed its 
attention in silence towards the musicians wonder- 
ing why they did not play. Suddenly the roll of @ 
drum, as if first at a great distance, was heard benind 
the transparency, and every eye was turned that 
way. The roil grew iouder and louder, and having 
reached its entire force, down came the British flag 
from the enemy’s ship in the foreground of the pic: 
ture—then the full band struck up Yankee Doodle, 
and the British flag was hoisted under the American 
ensign! Very few of the company were aware of this 
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it is folly to attempt to describe the feelings it 
excited. | 

15. The brave who have fullen in the present war— 
May the names and valorous deeds of a Pike, a 
Lawrence, a Burrows, and an Allen, live for ever in 
the affectionate recollections of that country for 
which they died. 

16. The American title to eminence—Wisdom and 
goodness, patriotism and disinterestedness, the de- 
fence of the country and defeat of ‘& enemy, 

17. Captain Jesse Elliot—Second in,gommand on 
luke Erie—a brave son of Maryland, and an honor 
to his country. [9 cheers. 

18. The Fair Ser—Next to the approbation of 
God and Country, their smiles are the Hero’s 
reward. 

By Commodore Perry.—Commence—May she con- 
tinue to dispense her favors with a liberal hand, on 
her favorite Port—Baltimore. [9 cheers. 

After Commodore Perry retired. 

Commonore Perrny—Evie’s first and great Hero.— 

“Ercegi monumentum E.nieE PERE-nnius.* [9 cheers. 
VOLUNTEER TOASTS DRANK ON THE OCCASION. 

By capt. Spence (of the U.S. navy, one of the 
invited guests)—Anchors and Ploughs—six of one, 
aud half a dozen of the other. 

By Eli Simpkins—The heroes of lake Erie—tmlike 
the iron race of Cadmus; they destroy their enemies. 

By John Wilson—Non-expatriation+-may this doc- 
taine be speedily expunged from the code of-nations, 
that mankind may be as free in the choice of habita- 








tion as the eagles of Heaven. 





By major Tenant—The memory of the gallant 


Preete—the pillars of Hercules shook with his thun- 
der, and the walls of Tripoli bear the inscriptions of 
his valor. ; 


Py major Armistead—General Wrnper, of th 
Umited States’ army. 


After the gentlemenretired towhom the following allude, 


By capt. §. Sterett—Our late president—the 


mayor of Baltimore. 


By major C. 8S. Ridgely—Captains Rineery and 


Srruncr—they only want an opportunity equally to 
distinguish themselves in the service of their coun- 


try. 

By Wm, Mereer—Captain Samvuet Sterett, the 
friend of his country. 

After the committee of arrangements had retired, 

By major W, Pechin.—The committee of arrange- 
ments, and the artist who exerted his talents.on this 
occasion—The splendor of their preparations to greet 
the Hero, could only be equalled by his own signal 
achievment ; and the animated and patriotic zeal of 
the citizens of Baltimore to evince their respect and 


do him honor. 


Tie ladies of Baltimore also rivalling the gentle- 
men in respect for the defenders of their beloved 
country, invited commodore Perry to a ball, which 
was given in honor of him on the night of the 2d 
instant, The assembly room was prepared and fur- 
nished in the most elegant manner ; but we have not 
received a particular aecount of the entertainment. 
The hero left this city the next morning, delighting 
all by the modesty of his deportment. Speaking of 


By commodore Lewis (of New York, an invitcd|his appearance here, the editors of the “ Baltimore 
guest)—The Chancellor of lake Ontario—the man | Patriot” selected the following happy quotation from 


who decides his cause by a summary mode. 
Ry John ‘Aim, jun.—Palsied be the heart that 
would rejoice at the successes of the enemies of 





their country ; and withered be the arm and the) 


tongue, that would act against the honor and indivi- 
sibility of the United States of America. 

By captain Ridgely (an invited guest)—Commo- 
core Truxron, the frst in our Constellation. 

By Mr. #risby—Our dear native country—disgrace 
to the man who would not die in her defence. 

By capt. Siiles—Tuomas Jerrerson, the author of 
the declaration of American Independence. 

By capt. Piper—The flag of our country—the 


} 
| 





the great poet of nature : 


“You would have thought the very windows spoke! 
“So many greedy looks of young and old, 
“Through casements darted their desiring eyes 
“Upon his visage; and that all their walls, 

With painted imagery, had said at once, 


“JESU PRESERVE THEE!” Shakespeare. 


Copy of a letter from captain J. H. Dent, commanding 
on the Charleston station, to the secretary of the 
navy, dated 

Charleston, 31st January, 1814. 
Sin—lI have the honor to inform you that yester- 
day morning, about 4 o’clock, I received information 


brilliant achievments of our naval heroes have added |express from Stono, that the United States schooner 


oi. its stars an imperishable lustre. 

by 2. C. Armstrong—The venerable governor of 
Kentucky—May more of our stale goyernors imitate 
lis patriotism. 

By capt. J. Sullivan—Joun Q. Avams, who has 
shewn his devotion to country, by abandoning party. 

By capt. 8. Stere/t-—When our country calls, may 
‘he name “.dmerican,” exalt us above party distinc- 
uons, and prove the rallying word to freemen. 

By ———The star in the east—Samvuer Dexter. 

Ky major Lane—The citizens of Baltimore, who 
know how to mingle hospitality with patriotism. 

By John Diffenderffer—The brave tars, who accom- 
panied the gallant Perry in passing from the Law- 


vence to the .Viagara, on the memorable 10th of Sep- 


tember, 1813. 

by Dr. Alleader—General James WILKrnson, the 
accomplished soldier, scholar and patriot—may his 
health be speedily established. 

By C. Hughes, sen.—Fifty 74’s well manned and 


fitted—~a convoy to American commerce and commo- 
dore Perry. 


‘ 
' 


Alligator had been the evening before chased in by 
an enemy’s squadron, and attacked in the night bya 
detachmentof boats. I immediately repaired to the 
place, and ordered two barges round, and a detach- 
ment of seamen over land, irom the Nonsuch to her 
assistance. About 8 a. m. I got on board the Alliga- 
tor, then some distance up the river. I received the 
following information from sailing master Basset, her 
commander; that he sailed on Saturday morning 
from the river of North Edisto, for Charleston—soon 
after leaving the bar, discovered an enemy’s squad- 
ron, consisting of a frigate, a heavy brig, and a her- 
maphrodite, which gave chase to him—wind light 
from the S. W. he found that the frigate would cut 
him off from Charleston, and jn the evening run inte 
the river, and hove to; the enemy then close off the 
bar, and from their maneuvres was of opinion they 
intended to send in their boats. He stood up the 
river about two miles, and anchored, prepared for 
action. About a quarter before 8 p. m. the moon very 
bright, discovered six of the enemy’s boats shove off 
from under the marsh, abreast him and within pis- 


By ?. Purviance—Capt. Isaac Hutt—the thunder! tol shot (having under, cover of the marsh, with 


of his cannon awakened the world from the dream 
of British invincibility. 


eee. 
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mufHed oars, approached this near without discove- 
ry )—he immediately gave them a broadside, which 
was returned; cut his cable and made sail; when 
the action continued for 30 minutes, close on board ; 
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soon after making way, the pilot was unfortunately 
mortally wounded, and the schooner grounded ; at 
that time their tyvo largest barges were disabled, and 
about musket shot distance astern, when they re- 
treated, and. have not since been seen. The Al- 
ligator’s rigging and sails, from the topsail yard 
down, are literally cut to pieces, and but few shot 
in her hull, two men killed and two wounded, one 


night ; every preparation. was accordingly made to 
receive them. At30 minutes past 7, p.m. six boats 
were discovered under the south side of the river 
and under cover of the marsh, with muffled oars— 
when within speaking distance, they were hailed, 
and receiving no answer, a musket was fired, which 
they returned with a shower of musketry and grape 
ishot, accompanied. with three cheers—a_ broadside 





severely, and the pilot (Mi. Hatch, a very respect :- , Was returned, the cable instantly cut, and sail made 
ble master of a vessel in this port, having a large on the vessel— ere being at this time a light breeze 
family depending entirely on his exertions for sup-jfrom the southward and westward. The enemy’s 
port) mortally wounded. Great credit is due to sail- | boats were then distant about thirty yards, when a 
ing master Bassett, his officers and crew, for defsat-| heavy fire was opened from our battery and smal] 
ing a force so greatly superior in numbers, as there |arms, and kept up by the enemy for 20 minutes, 
could not have been less than 140.men opposed to 40. When they were compelled to drop astern in great 
The enemy, by the information received from the |(lisorder. About this time the schooner grounded 
inhabitants. immediately on the river, must have suf-|on a shoal, the pilot being wounced in the early 
fered severely, as there was great confusion on board | partof the action—the boats were wot seen again. 
them while retreating, and the largest boat appeared | onmmupteentie , 
to be so much injured as to require the assistance | i > whtNe 
of the others. I left the ecaaaal last night in Wap-' _ SUMMARY NOTICES. 
poo Cut, and will be here as soon as the weather will) ‘The senate of ew York have originated a bill ap. 
admit. When I receive Mr. Basset’s official report, | propriating $50.000 for the relief of the inhabitants 
{ shall do myself the honor to forward it for your of the A%agana frontier. ‘The house of assembly has 
further information. ‘refused to assume the payment of the states’ quota 
I have the honor to be, with great respect, your/of the direct tax. Gen. /¥ilkinson took up his quar. 
obedient servant, iters at Plattséurg about the 20th ult. Nothing new 
J.H. DENT. jinthe north. Gen. Harrison has resumed the ¢om- 
imand of his district, but no important event has 
The following is the offcial account of the attack on|latcly transpired in that quarter. There has been 
the U.S. schooner Alligator, by the British barges, much violent debate in the legislature of Massachu- 
as transmitted to commodore Dent: isetts—but all is working for the best. Falmouth, 
U. S. schooner Alligator, Wappo0, Jan. 31,1814. |Cape Cod, (Ms.) has been cannonaced by the En- 
Sin—I have the honor to inform you, that the U.;glish, who fired 300 shot on the town ; several houses 
S. schooner Alligator, under my command, was at-, injured, but no personhurt. The seventy-four that 
tacked on the evening of the 29th instant, then lying/was aground near New London has been got off. 
to an anchor in Steno river, and abreast of Coles’ Brig. Gen. Claidorne had gained a victory over the 
Ysland, by six boats from an enemy’s squadron off)Creeks, killed many of them, burnt two of their 
the mouth of the river, and suceeeded in beating | towns, and destroyed vast quantities of their sup- 
ther off, after a warm action of 30 minutes. I have!plies. A large body of the Creeks in another part of 
to regret on this occasion, the loss of two men kilil-; the country attacked Gen. Floyd, with great address 
ed and two wounded; one of the latter, the pilot,;and impetuosity, but they were defeated with loss. 
Mr. Robert Hutch, severely. This brave man fcil; They left thirty-seven dead on the field; we had se- 
at the helm, exhorting those around him to take, venteen killed. The official details of these battles 








Hon. Win. Jones, secretary of the navy. 
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good aim at the enemy. Thope his good conduct 
will entitle him to your notice. It is impossible to 


ascertain what loss the enemy sustained ; but from, 
suddenly ceasing their-fire from the two large) 


launches, and the other boats joining them imme- 
diately, Iam induced to believe they suffered se- 
verely, as the schooner grounded, ::nd they did not 
renew the action. The sails and rigging of the 
schooner are much cut, but no damage sustained in 
the hull. I cannot conclude without rendering my 
thanks to the gallant officers and men you did me 
the honor to place under my command, for their 
meritorious conduct, which alone prevented the 
schooner from falling into the hands of an enemy 
of more than treble our number. : 

With great respect, &c. 
(Signed) R. BASSETT. 

J, H. Dent, Esq. commanding naval officer, Charleston. 

A list of killed and wounded. 
Killed, Joseph Bates, seamen; William Fields, 
seaman. 
Wounded, Mr. Robert Hatch, dangerously; James 
M'‘Gee, severely. 
Extract from the log-book. 

* Jan. 30, 1814—Pleasant weather, wind S. W, at 1 
p.m. anchored abreast of Coles’ Island; at 4, rv. ». 
the frigate and brig’ close, in with the breakers, 
when, after lying too some time, made sail and stood 


to the southward. From their movements, I was of 


opinion they would attempt to cut us out in the 


ccs elt tl. annent tte a ee 


are received, and will be inserted of course. .4lbert 
Gailatin has been apvointed one of the mission to 
Gottenburg George W. Campbell, of Tennessee, has 
been appointed secretary of the treasury. It is stated 
that Richard Rush, comptroller of the treasury, 1s 
to be attorney-general of the United States vice Mr. 
Pinkney, resigned. In congress, the proceedings were 
not very important until Wednesdsy, when Mr. 
Eppes, trom the committee of ways and means (the 
bill for the loan being before the house) reported an 
estimate of the receipts and expenditures for the 
year 1814, to which he added many highly interesting 
Istatistical facts. It is with much regret that these 
things are postponed, but they must lay over. 
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It was briefly noted in our last that Holland, &c. had thrown off 
their dependence on Napoleon. It appears indubitable that the 
Dutch have risen and driven out the French. Some small partes 
of the allied forces have entered Holland, and a provincial gover 
ment has been formed in the name of the Prince of Orange. Swit 
zerlund has levied a military force and declared itself neutral. All 
the princes of the confederation of the Rhine have joined the. 
allies, ov ave subject to them. Austria has recovered some part ot 
her former possessions in Jtaly ; where, however, Beaufarnots was 
with a well appointed and entire army. But the colossal he er of 
| Bonaparte is mightily shaken, and it will cost rivers of lood, to 
| regain the stand he latcly had, if it be possible. The former ee 
‘fault of the allies against France was their quarrels with each 
| other; if they avoid that rock, Napoleon will have enodgh to yh 
| hold his power in France, the Rhine being his boundary on ¢ : 
a The Vexel fleet of 15 sail of the line and 4 frigates, has 

fallen into the hands of the English, after a bard fight. 





